
� “Teaching Mathematics through Multicultural 
Literature” appendix

Resource list 
The following list of multicultural texts could be used when 
teaching counting and skip-counting skills. These books are 
appropriate for mathematical read-alouds from kindergarten 
through second grade. Many of these books also include addi-
tional information in their appendix, which could be used for 
lesson extension and cross-curricular activities.

Count on Pablo, by Barbara deRubertis, is the tale of a His-
panic boy who helps his grandmother get ready to go to the 
market, where she sells various produce. During his prepara-
tions, Pablo uses counting and skip counting when determin-
ing the vegetables they will take to the market. Once at the 
market, he combines the vegetables and sells them as salsa 
ingredients. (The book includes a recipe for salsa and a 1−100 
counting chart.)

Grandfather Counts, by Andrea Cheng, is an intergenera-
tional account of Gong Gong, a Chinese man who comes to live 
with his English-speaking daughter and her family. Although 
communication is diffi cult, Gong Gong and Helen, his grand-
daughter, work to teach each other how to count in English and 
in Chinese. (The book includes a list of numbers and words in 
Chinese and English.)

Feast for Ten, by Cathryn Falwell, is the tale of an African-
American family who shops for food, prepares dinner, and 
then sits down together to enjoy their feast. The paper-cut 
illustrations emphasize the joy this family feels in spending 
time together. (The book includes depictions of a family prac-
ticing recycling.)
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Just a Minute! A Trickster Tale and Counting Book, by Yuyi 
Morales, is a Mexican tale in which a grandmother outsmarts 
an unexpected visitor. She does so by listing the many chores 
she has to accomplish in preparation for her birthday party. 
(The story includes both English and Spanish numbers within 
the text.)

Ten Mice for Tet! by Pegi Deitz Shea and Cynthia Weill, is an 
award-winning text that focuses on the festival of Tet, which 
is the Vietnamese New Year. In this story, ten mice prepare for 
this important celebration. (Included are detailed notes on 
the text and information regarding Vietnamese customs and 
traditions.)

Two Ways to Count to Ten, retold by Rudy Dee, is a Liberian 
folktale in which King Leopard offers his daughter in marriage 
to any animal that can prove it is the cleverest in the jungle. The 
animals compete by counting and skip counting to prove who 
is worthy of the king’s favor.

We All Went on Safari: A Counting Journey through 
Tanzania, by Laurie Krebs and Julia Cairns, is the story of a 
group of Maasai children who encounter an array of unique 
animals, which they count. (Included are a guide to counting 
in Swahili, a list of Swahili names, a map of Tanzania, notes on 
animals found in Tanzania, and facts about Tanzania and the 
Maasai people.)
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