Examples of SOCIAL STUDIES Text Set Sources
to Build Content Knowledge, Inquiry and Literacy
	What counts as text in Social Studies? 

Source(s)
	


Description of Source
	Area(s)

	
	
	A.  History
	W. History
	Government
	Geography
	Psychology
	Sociology
	Economics

	American Social History Project at City U. of NY
	Site celebrates the 150th anniversary of the Civil War, provides web projects, documentaries, podcasts. Documentaries focus on the role of working men and women. 
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	Annals of American History (Subscription via AEA)
	2000 Primary documents (1493-present) plus hundreds of images and media clips. 
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Annenberg Learner Bridging World History and America’s History (free)
	1,500 images including photos, documents, maps, and items for teaching.
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	American Journeys-Eyewitness Account of Early American Exploration and Settlement
	Search a data base of 150 rare books, original manuscripts. Search more than 3,000 pages of Lewis and Clark manuscripts and rare books. 
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	AP IMAGES (SUBSCRIPTION VIA AEA)
	Over 7 million primary-source photographs from the up to a minute ago, over 1.9 million sound bites from the 1920 up to a minute ago, 230,000 maps, charts and timelines, and 2.5 million text news stories from The Associated Press. 
	x
	
	
	x
	
	
	x

	Archive of Early American Images
	Hundreds of early US history images organized by what, where, who, and when.
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Atlantic Slave Trade and Slave Life in the Americas-A Visual Record
	1,280 images of the Atlantic Slave Trade organized into 18 categories. Rare collection with images not found in textbooks.
	x
	
	
	x
	
	
	

	Avalon Project at Yale
	Primary sources grouped into major historical periods from ancient history thru 21st Century.
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	British Cartoon Archive
	The Archive houses 140,000 pieces of cartoon artwork from the United Kingdom. Cartoons can be searched by date or subject. 
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	British Library
	10,000 British library web pages, 90,000 images in the Online Gallery, 50,000 recordings in the Sounds site. Nice Magna Carta site celebrating the 800th anniversary. Nice Timelines sources from history from 1200 to present.
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	British Pathe @ You Tube
	80,000 videos of World and British History in film.
	X
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	Chairman Smiles
	Soviet, Chinese, and Cuban propaganda posters. 
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Civil War Home Page
	Documents, photos, maps, diaries, letters from the Civil War in a searchable database.
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Civil War Letters
	Newton and Hannah Scott, Iowans, Civil War letters.
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Colonial Williamsburg Resource Library
	Create a free account and find a wealth of resources of early American History.
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Constitute
	Search database of the worlds’ constitutions as of 2013. Compare and contrast between countries. Search by passage, filters, and save analysis.
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	

	C-Span Bellringers
	Brief video clips in sixteen categories. Clips contain summary, vocab, and questions. Site especially good for Government.
	X
	x
	x
	
	
	
	

	Digital History
	Media, documents, texts, and resources organizes by US historical era.
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Digital Library of America
	The Digital Library of America has created groupings of primary documents around multiple topics in history.  The documents are available as clusters of like documents organized around historical themes.
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Digital South Asia Library at University of Chicago
	References, images, maps, statistics, journals about Southern Asia. Includes link to Columbia University South and SE Asian Studies. 
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Econedlink 
	Website on economic and personal financial finance lessons and resources.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	Eyewitness to History
	First person accounts of the Middle Ages and Renaissance
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	FDR Presidential Library
	Selected documents and documentaries for classroom use on various topics during FDR Presidential years.
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fordham University Sourcebook (free) Super collection of rigorous texts for the CCSS and strong content.
	Full texts of famous texts from Ancient History to modern history. Maps and images from around the world. The site is not easy to use at first but if one takes time it has resources you will not find anywhere else. 
	X
	x
	x
	x
	
	
	

	Fox Movietone News (free)
	WW II News reels searchable by date, country, description.
	X
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	Gale (subscription via AEA)
	Gale eResources is an eResource package offering screened and reliable content from magazines, newspapers, and reference materials. 
	X
	
	
	x
	x
	x
	x

	German Propaganda Archive from Calvin College
	Nazi and E. German propaganda essays, posters, etc. 
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	Gilder Lehrman Institute of 
American History (free)
	Resources organized by historical era and sub-topics. You might also like their visual Art in History section.
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Google Earth (free download to use)
	Google Earth lets you fly anywhere on Earth to view satellite imagery, maps, terrain, 3D buildings, from galaxies in outer space to the canyons of the ocean.
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Great War @ You Tube
	You Tube is posting one video a week highlighting each week of the anniversary of WW I. You can access the latest one or all. They average 8 minutes.
	X
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	Harvard University Library Open Collections Program
	Harvard’s Open Collections Program (OCP) works in careful collaboration with the University’s distinguished faculty, librarians, and curators to develop highly specialized “open collections,” which are available to Internet users everywhere.. The collections are very specific: Islamic Heritage, Expedition and Discoveries from 1626-1953, Contagion/epidemics, immigration in the US 1789-1930 and women working 1800-1930. 
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Harry S. Truman Library
	Online documents, photos, audio and political collections.
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	Higher Education as a Resource (free if sign up)
	Many post-secondary institutions teaching geography have very good geography resources put together for educator or personal use. An example from Colorado. 
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	History Blueprint from CA
	Example units on Civil War, Cold War, Medieval World, and California all designed to show how to incorporate primary sources. Shows using literacy in service of learning content.
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	History Place Sounds of History
	Selected audio of historic presidential moments.
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Historic Maps in K-12 Classrooms (free)
	Examples of how maps can be used in grade spans from the Newberry Library at NEH.
	X
	x
	
	x
	
	
	

	Historical Thinking Matters
	A website focused on key topics in U.S. history, that is designed to teach students how to critically read primary sources and how to critique and construct historical narratives.
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	History Channel Classroom (free)
	Short videos can be very powerful tools in teaching tough concepts.
	X
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	IPTV
	Iowa Pathways site for great info on Iowa History.
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	If It Were My Home
	Clever website that allows you to select any county and compare it to the USA. Another example of a site doing the same thing is The True Size Of
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	

	Internet Archive (free) Moving image archive.
	Ephermal (historical), TV, News internet resources in searchable database.
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Japanese American Relocation Digital Archives
	UC Libraries archives has info on the people, places, daily life, and persona experiences in the camps. 
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Labyrinth at Georgetown U. 
	Primary sources for Medieval Studies by topic from Archaeology and architecture to travel and women. 
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Latin American Network Information Center at U. of Texas
	Resources for teaching Latin American accessed by region (map) or subject.
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Library of Congress  Free (Note: when you find something you want to use save it to your files instead of saving the URL because URL’s on the LOC change constantly.)
	The respected library has vast primary resources in disciplines: 
history and government topics in the American Memory Collections, 
vast prints and photographs, historic newspapers in partnership with the NEH, first-hand war accounts in Veteran History Project, audio/ sound collections, film/videos, maps, manuscripts, World History and Cultures, Country Studies collection,  science in history, slavery, politics and law, geography (maps), American History, and World and Ancient History. In addition the LOC has a teacher materials including: using primary sources, primary source collections and how to use primary sources,  lesson plans, primary source sets, and classroom materials. This site is so full of materials like the famous Ansel Adams’s Manzanar Photols. Another page of interest is the Jukebox Day by Day. A new feature is the Student Discovery Sets of primary sources grouped by topic like the Digital Library of America has done.
	X
	x
	x
	x
	
	
	

	My Old Radio
	Searchable data base of 51,300 recordings of radio era. News. Historical. Documentaries. And all of the old time radio hours. Includes American, British, and Canadian radio era shows.
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	National Archive Docs Teach (free)
	Site provides collections of primary documents organized to teach with as well as resources for document analysis. Research Archive records by topic, and use teacher resources.
	X
	
	x
	
	
	
	x

	National Consortium for Teaching About Asia
	Short videos on timely topics.
	
	X
	
	x
	
	
	

	National Geographic Education (free)
	The NGS has teaching resources, maps, media, and a document with examples of geography instruction by grade aligned to the CCSS ELA.
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	National Security Archive
	The Archive at George Washington U. has hundreds of declassified briefing “books” summarizing events of interest to the USA . Areas covered are Europe, Latin America, Nuclear, China and E. Asia, US Intelligence Community, Middle East and S. Asia, 9/11, Humanitarian Interventions, and Government Secrecy. The books include summaries and then copies of the primary gov. documents used in creating the summaries. 
	x
	x
	x
	
	
	
	

	Noreen Reale Falcone Library
	Primary sources for ancient history. 
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	MIT Visualizing Cultures
	Japanese and Chinese images arranged in lesson plans.  Focus is on using images to teach concepts.
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Ohio Council for the SS
	OCSS has shared a live binder of resources for teaching world history.
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	Our Documents (free)
	100 of America’s most important documents for students to read.
	X
	
	x
	
	
	
	

	OYEZ 
	US Supreme Court Multi-Media collection at Chicago-Kent College of Law: a searchable collection by year, case, or issue of all Supreme Court Cases. Site contains how justices voted, as well as actual text or oral arguments and some with audio (since 1955).
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	

	Perry-Castaneda Library Map Collection (free)
	Map site with links to map collections from around the world. By continent, state, historical, thematic, topographic, country, and city. 
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Plymouth Colony Archive Project
	Archive presents a collection of fully searchable texts, including: court records, colony laws, seventeenth century journals and memoirs, probate inventories, wills, town plans, maps, and fort plans; research and seminar analyses of numerous topics; biographical profiles of selected colonists; and architectural, archaeological and material culture studies.
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Popular Songs in American History
	Ballads and Folksongs known in America from 17th century to early 20th century. Each song has background information, lyrics, midi files.
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ProCon.org 
	Pros and cons of 52 controversial issues. Summaries, bullet points, videos for each issue.
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	

	Propaganda Postcards of the Great War (WW I)
	The site features a collection of war-themed postal cards        produced during World War 1 (1914 - 1919).  Some 1,400 cards are displayed in an organized fashion.
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	Salem Witch Trials Documentary Archive
	U. of Virginia free sire with maps, court records, personal letters, sermons, diaries. 
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture-NYC Public Library (free)
	Great collections of 500,000 19th century images of African American Culture.
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SIRS Research (subscription)
	SIRS Issues Researcher presents the exploration of the origins, perspectives, and essential questions under debate on over 300 pro/con social issues. Review thousands of highly targeted articles, primary sources, statistics, websites, and multimedia. Articles are read-aloud enabled and searchable by Lexile reading levels. This site is targeted for research at the HS level.
	
	
	x
	
	
	x
	x

	Smithsonian Source
	Resources for American History organized by topic and how to use primary sources in teaching. An example of videos on the Civil War via the Smithsonian.  
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	State Geographical Alliances (free)
	Each state has an alliance funded by private and National Geographic Society funds to promote geographical thinking in that state. Some of the best state websites for lessons, maps, etc. are: Arizona, Iowa, California.
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	

	Teaching American History.org (free)
	Documents organized by topic within historical eras.
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Teaching History (free)
	This national clearinghouse for teaching history has: best practices in using primary sources, history content, teaching materials, a high school section, a middle school section, and lots of great finds like a historical thinking poster.
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	The Met
	Art images throughout time.
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	Timlines.tv
	Since 2010 this site has offered an invaluable free set of video for students and teachers. The BAFTA award winning resource is available on mobile devices too. Limited materials. All secondary research content for building background knowledge. Videos broken up into small segments with picture views for primary content.
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	Thomas Jefferson
	Links to the major online collections of Jefferson’s writings stored at the U. of Virginia as well as others. 
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Throughout the Ages -NY State Archive) (free
	A visual education (images) resource of 500 images organized by topic. 
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Universal News Reels (free) and British Movietone Archive (free if register)
	Newsreels from 1929-1967 in a searchable database.
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	Univ. of Maryland Center for History Education (free) 
	Resources organized by era.
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	US Geological Survey National Map (free)
	Historical topographic maps, public domain maps, and data sets.
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	

	US Holocaust Memorial Museum
	The museum has a photo archives, video/film archive, ephemeral (historical) film collection, and more.
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund
	The VVMF has developed curriculum about Vietnam Conflict around four themes: politics, media, military, and social. 
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Voices of Democracy
	Text of famous oratories and lessons organized by time period, or theme.
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	

	The War - PBS (free)
	Materials from the Ken Burns WW II productions in an easy to use website. 
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	We the Economy 
	20 downloadable short economic themed films about the economy, money, role of government, globalization, and inequality. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	x

	What So Proudly We Hail
	Searchable website dedicated to using literature to teach American History.
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wilson Center Digital Archive of International History
	The Digital Archive contains once-secret documents from governments all across the globe, uncovering new sources and providing fresh insights into the history of international relations and diplomacy. It collects the research of three Wilson Center projects which focus on the interrelated histories of the Cold War, Korea, and Nuclear Proliferation.
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	Women in World History
	Primary sources for over 100 women from across the world.
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	World History Sources
	George Mason U. website of world history sources. Site is organized by time periods 4000 BCE to present. 
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	World War I Document Archive
	WWI documents and images. Includes war at sea, air, land. Includes medical documents and treaties.
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	Zoom In
	Zoom In is a free web-based platform that helps students build literacy and historical thinking skills through “deep dives” into primary and secondary sources. Choose from content-rich US history units designed to supplement your regular instruction and help students practice skills required by the new, higher standards: reading documents closely and critically, identifying point of view and purpose, engaging in text-based discussions, and writing explanatory and argumentative essays grounded in evidence.
	x
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